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JUSTICE 

Below you will find various statements. Most likely, you will strongly agree with some state-
ments, and strongly disagree with others. Sometimes you may feel more neutral. 
Read each statement carefully and decide to what extent you personally agree or disagree with 
it. Circle the number which corresponds to this judgment. Make sure you circle a number for 
every statement. 
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1 I think basically the world is a just place. 6 5 4 3 2 1 

2 I believe that, by and large, people get what they de-
serve. 6 5 4 3 2 1 

3 I am confident that justice always prevails over in-
justice. 6 5 4 3 2 1 

4 I am convinced that in the long run people will be 
compensated for injustices. 6 5 4 3 2 1 

5 
I firmly believe that injustices in all areas of life 
(e.g., professional, family, politic) are the exception 
rather than the rule. 

6 5 4 3 2 1 

6 I think people try to be fair when making important 
decisions. 6 5 4 3 2 1 
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General Belief in a Just World Scale  
Dalbert, Montada, & Schmitt (1987) 

Explanation 
Development of the scale: 

Dalbert, C., Montada, L. & Schmitt, M. (1987). Glaube an eine gerechte Welt als Motiv: Vali-
dierungskorrelate zweier Skalen (Belief in a just world as motive: Validity correlates of 
two scales). Psychologische Beiträge, 29, 596-615. 

Scale description:  
Dalbert, C. (2000). Beliefs in a just world questionnaire. In J. Maltby, C.A. Lewis, & A. Hill 

(Eds.), Commissioned reviews of 250 psychological Tests (pp. 461-465). Lampeter, 
Wales: Edwin Mellen Press. 

Studies using the scale: 

1. Allen, M. W., Ng, H. S., & Leiser, D. (2005). Adult economic model and values survey: 
Cross-national differences in economic beliefs. Journal of Economic Psychology, 26, 159–
185.  

2. Appel, M. (2008). Fictional narratives cultivate just-world-beliefs. Journal of 
Communication, 58, 62-83.  

3. Appelbaum, L.D. (2002). Who deserves help? Students’ opinion about the deservingness 
of different groups living in Germany to receive aid. Social Justice Research, 15, 201- 
225.  

4. Appelbaum, L.D., Lennon, M. C., & Lawrence Aber, J. (2006). When effort is 
threatening: The influence of the belief in a just world on Americans' attitudes toward 
antipoverty policy. Political Psychology, 27, 387-402. 

5. Bowman, N. A., & Brandenberger, J. W. (2012). Experiencing the unexpected: Towards a 
model of college diversity experiences and attitude change. The Review of Higher 
Education, 35, 179-205. 

6. Bastounis, M., Leiser, D., & Roland-Lévy, C. (2004). Psychosocial variables involved in 
the construction of lay thinking about economy: Results of a cross-national survey. 
Journal of Economic Psychology, 25, 263-278.  

7. Correia, I. & Dalbert, C. (2007). Belief in a just world, justice concerns, and well-being at 
Portuguese schools. European Journal of Psychology of Education, 22, 421-437. (Erra-
tum: 2009, 24, Appendix) 

8. Correia, I. & Vala, J. (2004). Belief in a just world, subjective well-being and trust of 
young adults. In C. Dalbert & H. Sallay (Eds.), The justice motive in adolescence and 
young adulthood: Origins and consequences (pp. 85-100). London, UK: Routledge. 

9. Cubela Adoric, V. (2004). Belief in a just world and young adults’ ways of coping with 
unemployment and the job search. In C. Dalbert & H. Sallay (Eds.), The justice motive in 
adolescence and young adulthood: Origins and consequences (pp. 189-214). London, UK: 
Routledge. 

10. Cubela Adoric, V. & Kvartuc, T. (2007). Effects of mobbing on justice beliefs and adjust-
ment. European Psychologist, 12, 261-271.  
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11. Dalbert, C. (1992). Der Glaube an die gerechte Welt: Differenzierung und Validierung 
eines Konstrukts. Zeitschrift für Sozialpsychologie, 23, 268-276.  

12. Dalbert, C. (1993). Gefährdung des Wohlbefindens durch Arbeitsplatzunsicherheit: Eine 
Analyse der Einflußfaktoren Selbstwert und Gerechte-Welt-Glaube. Zeitschrift für 
Gesundheitspsychologie, 1, 235-253.  

13. Dalbert, C. (1993). Psychisches Wohlbefinden und Persönlichkeit in Ost und West: 
Vergleich von Sozialisationseffekten in der früheren DDR und der alten BRD. Zeitschrift 
für Sozialisationsforschung und Erziehungssoziologie, (1), 82-94.  

14. Dalbert, C. (1996). Über den Umgang mit Ungerechtigkeit. Eine psychologische Analyse. 
Bern: Huber.  

15. Dalbert, C. (1997). Coping with an unjust fate: The case of structural unemployment. 
Social Justice Research, 10, 175-189.  

16. Dalbert, C. (1997). Der Glaube an eine gerechte Welt - Heilsame Überzeugung oder 
illusionäre Belastung? In H. Mandl (Hrsg.), Bericht über den 40. Kongreß der Deutschen 
Gesellschaft für Psychologie in München 1996 (S. 567-572). Göttingen: Hogrefe.  

17. Dalbert, C. (1998). Belief in a just world, well-being, and coping with an unjust fate. In L. 
Montada & M.J. Lerner (Eds.), Responses to victimizations and belief in a just world (pp. 
87-105). New York: Plenum Press. 

18. Dalbert, C. (1998). Das Gerechtigkeitsmotiv und die seelische Gesundheit. In B. Reichle 
& M. Schmitt (Hrsg.), Verantwortung, Gerechtigkeit, Moral. Zum psychologischen Ver-
ständnis ethischer Aspekte im menschlichen Verhalten (S.19-31). Weinheim: Juventa.  

19. Dalbert, C. (1999). The world is more just for me than generally: About the Personal 
Belief in a Just World Scale’s validity. Social Justice Research, 12, 79-98. 

20. Dalbert, C. (2001). The justice motive as a personal resource: Dealing with challenges 
and critical life events. New York: Plenum Press. 

21. Dalbert, C. (2002). Beliefs in a just world as a buffer against anger. Social Justice 
research, 15, 123-145.  

22. Dalbert, C. & Dzuka, J. (2004). Belief in a just world, personality, and well-being of 
adolescents. In C. Dalbert & H. Sallay (Eds.), The justice motive in adolescence and young 
adulthood: Origins and consequences (pp. 101-116). London, UK: Routledge. 

23. Dalbert, C., Fisch, U. & Montada, L. (1992). Is inequality unjust? Evaluating women's 
career chances. European Review of Applied Psychology, 42, 11-17. 

24. Dalbert, C. & Katona-Sallay, H. (1996), The "belief in a just world" construct in Hungary. 
Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 27, 293-314.  

25. Dalbert, C., Lipkus, I.M., Sallay, H., & Goch, I. (2001). A just and an unjust world: Struc-
ture and validity of different world beliefs. Personality and Individual Differences, 30, 
561-577. 

26. Dalbert, C. & Radant, M. (2004). Parenting and young adolescents' belief in a just world. 
In C. Dalbert & H. Sallay (Eds.), The justice motive in adolescence and young adulthood: 
Origins and consequences (pp. 11-25). London, UK: Routledge. 

27. Dalbert, C. & Umlauft, S. (in press). The role of the justice motive in economic decision 
making. Journal of Economic Psychology. 

28. Dalbert, C. & Warndorf, P.K. (1996). Ein behindertes Kind - Eine 
Familienentwicklungsaufgabe: Überprüfung eines dreidimensionalen 
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Gerechtigkeitsmodells familialer Belastungen. Zeitschrift für Entwicklungspsychologie 
und Pädagogische Psychologie, 28, 336-356.  

29. Dalbert, C. & Yamauchi, L. (1994). Belief in a just world and attitudes toward immigrants 
and foreign workers: A cultural comparison between Hawaii and Germany. Journal of Ap-
plied Social Psychology, 24, 1612-1626.  

30. Dalbert, C., Zick, A. & Krause, D. (2010). Die Leute bekommen, was ihnen zusteht. Der 
Glaube an die gerechte Welt und die Gruppenbezogene Menschenfeindlichkeit. In W. 
Heitmeyer (Hrsg.), Deutsche Zustände (Folge 8; S. 87-106). Frankfurt: Suhrkamp.  

31. Dette, D. E., Stöber, J., & Dalbert, C. (2004). Belief in a just world and adolescents' voca-
tional and social goals. In C. Dalbert & H. Sallay (Eds.), The justice motive in adolescence 
and young adulthood: Origins and consequences (pp. 231-247). London, UK: Routledge. 

32. Dzuka, J. & Dalbert, C. (2002). Mental health and personality of Slovak unemployed ado-
lescents: About the beliefs in a just world's impact. Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 
4,732-757. 

33. Fasel, R. & Spini, D. (2010). Effects of victimization on the belief in a just world in four 
ex-Yugoslavian countries. Social Justice Research, 23, 17-36.  

34. Fatima, I. & Khalid, R. (2007). Some aspects of reliability and validity of beliefs in a just 
world questionnaire. Pakistan Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 5, 15-24.  

35. Furnham, A. (1995). The just world, charitable giving and attitudes to disability. 
Personality and Individual Differences, 19, 577-583. 

36. Furnham, A. & Chamorro-Premuzic, T. (2005). Individual differences and beliefs 
oncerning preference for univeristy assessment methods. Journal of Applied Social 
Psychology, 35, 1968-1994.  

37. Herrmann, M., Dalbert, C. & Stoll, O. (2008). Fairness im Fußball: Zusammenhänge mit 
Gerechtigkeitsmotiv und Ungerechtigkeitserfahrungen [Fairness in soccer: Relation to the 
justice motive and perceived injustice]. Zeitschrift für Sportpsychologie, 15, 1-13.  

38. Lambert, A.J., Burroughs, T., & Chasteen, A.L. (1998). Belief in a just world. In L. 
Montada & M.J. Lerner (Eds.), Responses to victimization and belief in a just world (pp. 
141-162). New York. Plenum Press. 

39. Lambert, A.J., Burroughs, T., & Nguyen, T. (1999). Perceptions of risk and the buffering 
hypothesis: The role of just worlds beliefs and right-wing-authoritarianism. Personality 
and Social Psychology Bulletin, 25, 643-656. 

40. Lambert, A.J. & Raichle, K. (2000). The role of political ideology in mediating 
judgements of blame in rape victims and their assailants: A test of the just world, personal 
responsibility, and legitimization hypotheses. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 
26, 853-863. 

41. Lench, H. C. & Chang, E. S. (2007). Belief in a just world: When beliefs in a just world 
fail. Journal of Personality Assessment, 89, 126-135.  

42. Lipkus, I.M., Dalbert, C. & Siegler, I.C. (1996). The importance of distinguishing the 
belief in a just world for self versus others. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 
22, 666-677. 

43. Loo, R. (2002). A psychometric and cross-national examination of a belief in a just world 
scale. Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 32, 1396-1406.  
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